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essential addition to the library of any pastor, parish, or lay reader seeking to 
engage the classics and apply their insights to today’s world. 
 
Wesley Walker 
St. Paul's Anglican Church 
Crownsville, MD 
https://doi.org/10.62221/ctj.2025.205 

The Anglican Office Book, 2nd Edition. Edited by Charles Lance Davis. Lake 
Almanor, CA: Whithorn Press, 2023. 2,247 pp. $125. 

One of the greatest fruits of the catholic revival in England was their renewal of 
liturgical life. This most often focused on supplementing and enriching the Book 
of Common Prayer’s Holy Communion to put back on many of the riches of its 
catholic heritage, which had been pruned back for a season at the reformation. 
The Divine Office received relatively less of the enriching zeal that was directed 
towards renewing the Mass. The Anglican Office Book (herein abbreviated to 
AOB), represents the continuation of this living tradition of liturgical renewal. 
Released in Second Edition in 2023, the book has been compiled and edited by 
Fr. Lance Davis, a priest in the Anglican Catholic Church. His contribution is an 
excellent enrichment of Anglican worship in our day. 

Drawing significantly on The Prayer Book Office, a similar work by Fr. Paul 
Hartzell published in 1944 and 1963, one of the defining features of the AOB is 
its ease of use in comparison to its predecessor. The AOB allows one to pray the 
offices “of the 1928 American Book of Common Prayer, supplemented with an 
expanded Kalendar, anthems, hymns, responses, and collects from the Sarum 
Breviary, other regional Books of Common Prayer, and the wider Western 
liturgical tradition.”1 Just as various Missals allowed Anglo-Catholics of earlier 
generations to celebrate Mass drawing from the Prayer Book but enriched by 
supplements, so the AOB allows Anglicans today to pray the offices in a more 
fulsome way. 

The AOB is bookended by the Old Testament at the front and the New 
Testament and the Books called Apocryphal at the back, all in the Authorized 
Version. The offices, Psalter, and other material can be found sandwiched in the 
center of the book. The offices are prefaced with the General Rubrics, the 
Kalendar along with Prayers and Thanksgivings, the Litany, an Office of the 

 
1 https://store.standrewsalmanor.org/products/the-anglican-office-book-2nd-edition-with-the-

holy-bible-authorized-version 
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Dead, Meal Prayers, an Itinerary for travellers, Prayers and Suffrages for 
Ordinations, Commendations of the Dead, and various other prayers and 
supplements. Following this is the order for Morning Prayer and Evening 
Prayer, along with Prime, Terce, Sext, Nones, and Compline, with anthems for 
some of these offices. Finally within this section is contained the Propers, with 
its variable hymns, collects and antiphons (for the psalms and canticles). The 
Propers are divided into the Temporale (the moveable liturgical cycle fixed by 
Easter) and the Sanctorale (the liturgical cycle fixed to calendar days). 

The AOB is a physically handsome object inside and out. It is bound in red 
leatherette with a beautiful debossed IHS front cover and filled throughout with 
beautiful illustrations. In its external beauty it conveys the significance of that 
to which its text points. Here it should be noted one disappointment is that its 
debossing wears away very quickly. Its IHS frontage began to wear off within a 
week or so of use, and after a couple of months of regular use it was almost 
entirely gone. It may therefore give onlookers the sense that whoever is praying 
using this book is more pious than in reality. 

The AOB is structured so that one could simply pray Morning and Evening 
Prayer according to the BCP with supplemented propers, or pray a full cycle of 
the little offices. This makes it particularly useful for clergymen, who on any 
given day may not be able to pray the little hours, but who may wish on 
particular days of devotion or on retreats to keep them. For those who wish to 
pray all the offices, there is a two-week psalter cycle instead of the Cranmerian 
monthly psalter cycle. By allowing one to pray only two offices, or all the old 
offices, the AOB sets forward the “Monkhood of all believers” that Cranmer 
sought as a spirituality for the whole English church, to bring the rich worship 
of the cloister within reach of ordinary Christians. 

The theology of the AOB sits between a more “Prayer-Book catholic” and 
“Anglo-papalist” churchmanship. On the one hand, it is distinctively Anglican 
throughout, maintaining the theological and poetic cadences of Cranmer and 
the English Divines. This identification begins in its name with the choice of 
“Office Book” rather than the more identifiably Roman term of breviary. 
Requests for intercession by the Saints as part of the great cloud of witnesses 
are present throughout the AOB. Rooted as it is in the consensus fidelum this 
will sit comfortably with many Anglican users who consent to a moderate 
“advocation” by the saints rather than invocation (which the Thirty-Nine 
Articles at least in some sense condemn). Yet on the other hand, the frequency 
of requests for Saintly intercession, the celebration of the Sacred Heart, and the 
Assumption (rather than the falling asleep of the Blessed Virgin Mary) place it 
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more closely to contemporary Roman Catholic piety. However, it is of interest 
to note that the Conception of the Mother of God in the AOB is not defined as 
“Immaculate.” Despite this, some Anglicans may balk at the phraseology of its 
requests for intercession of the saints, though as Bishop Ray Sutton states in his 
foreword, these need not be prayed by all. 

It is sometimes commented that within the Church of England many Anglo-
Catholics have jettisoned Anglican liturgy for the Novus Ordo, though it is 
probable that an even higher proportion pray the Roman Office than celebrate 
the Roman Mass. It seems this is often due to the Roman Breviary’s relative ease 
of use while maintaining variety. A wider dissemination of the AOB in the 
Church of England may be a helpful resource for those who wish for a simple 
and usable breviary while holding on to the riches of the Anglican inheritance. 

The Anglican Office Book is thoroughly catholic in orientation, while also 
making a practical addition to the Anglican tradition. In this sense it is the best 
of Anglo-Catholicism: principle in praxis, particular and local, yet according 
with the teaching and practice of the whole. 
 
Calum Mullett 
Assistant Curate 
Church of England 
https://doi.org/10.62221/ctj.2025.206 

Jim Davis and Michael Graham, The Great Dechurching. Grand Rapids, MI: 
Zondervan. 2023. ISBN 978-0310147435 xxiv+247, hbk $30; also audiobook, 
Glose, Kindle, Nook. 

While many Anglicans with an evangelically-minded heart seek to call souls to 
Christ, the reality is that in some mission fields, the greater opportunity is 
calling souls back to Christ. 

The Great Dechurching is about why people left (mostly evangelical) 
churches, which ones might come back, and how to avoid dechurching your 
own members. The authors estimate that about 40 million American adults 
(15.5%) have dechurched since the 1990s. 

The Great Dechurching is written by two evangelicals with ties to The Gospel 
Coalition and its late co-founder, Tim Keller. Davis is the lead pastor of a 
Baptist-leaning Orlando nondenominational church, and Graham is a 
parishioner and program director for the Keller Center for Cultural Apologetics. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




